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ruler and subjects (the relation of righteousness), husband and wife (chaste conduct), father and son 
(love), elder brother and younger brother (order), and friend and friend (faithfulness). Three of these five 
bases of relations occur within the family. The regulating factors in family relationships are extended to 
the whole community and state. The chief virtue is filial piety, a combination of loyalty and reverence, 
which demands that the son honor and respect his father and fulfill the demands of his elders.

Confucianism emphasizes virtue, selflessness, duty, patriotism, hard work, and respect for hierar­
chy, both familial and societal. Just as George Washington and the story of the cherry tree is used in 
the United States to teach the value of honesty, Confucianism reinforces its lessons with stories about 
people who represent particular virtues. For example, Chinese children learn about such heroes as Mu 
Lan, a woman of the 6th century who disguised herself as a man and served 12 years as a soldier so 
that her ill father would not be disgraced or punished because he could not report for military duty. 
Mu Lan teaches courage and filial devotion.

Confucianism guides social relationships: “To live in harmony with the universe and with 
your fellow man through proper behavior.” Confucianism considers balance and harmony in human 
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